CHAPTER IV
PLANNING   TO   USE   A   BALLOON
It was whilst pushing and pulling the heavy sledges and boats over the rough ice on this expedition that the idea first came to me of using an aerial eraft in Arctie exploration. Often I looked up into the air and wished we hud some means of traveling that royal road, where (here were no ice hummocks, no leads of open water, no obstacles to rapid progress. Why could nol a balloon be used to take three or four men, sledges, dogs, provisions, all the necessary equipment, from the coast of Spitsbergen to I he neighborhood of the Pole, by starling in a south wind? And if the aerial craft were to carry such a party somewhere near the Pole, in a day or two, could they not descend upon the ice, and with sledges and dogs complete the work of exploration,, and by the same means find their way back over the pack to their headquarters or to some other land where they could, get game and find safety? ..And, with this idea in my mind, I selected Pike's house, in Virgo Bay, on I he shores of the Danish Strait, across from old Smecren-